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Unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul.
O my God, I trust in thee: let me not be ashamed, let 

not mine enemies triumph over me.
Psalm 25
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The President's Address
  HAPPY NEW YEAR everyone!  Can you believe it’s 2016 already? Where 

did this year go? I trust that you all have had a safe and wonderful holiday 
season. 

  Take a moment to read about some of the things that have taken place in 
the past couple of months. We sure do appreciate all of you and your continued 
support of the PSGMA. We invite you to take a look at our website as well.  
Please get out there to support your favorite Southern Gospel Groups when they 
are ministering near you.  Invite a friend or neighbor to join you! Once a seed is 
planted, God will use it. That’s His promise. Let’s ALL be the change we want to 
see!  

  May God bless you and keep you safe this winter. We look forward to 
seeing you!            

Sincerely,
 John Lythgoe
PSGMA President   
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The Masters
Pike Grace Family Center

541 Pike Road, Johnstown, PA 15909 in Mundy's Corner
Come and Enjoy Some Great, Southern Gospel Music!

For Booking Information, Contact:  John Lythgoe (814) 749-8223

Contact Information & Pricing
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CONGRATULATIONS
By: Randy Simpson, PSGMA Vice President

Each year, the PSGMA inducts 3 individuals into the Pennsylvania Gospel Music Hall of Fame. This past 
October was no exception. The date was Saturday, October 24, 2015. The venue was the American Legion 
Banquet Room in Dillsburg, PA. The PSGMA held their annual Hall of Fame ceremony to induct three more 
well deserving people into the Pennsylvania Gospel Music Hall of Fame Alumni. 

Paul Heil (of The Gospel Greats radio program) served as special guest emcee and the featured singing 
group Three Bridges performed several of their most popular gospel songs, as well as throwing in a few 
Christmas numbers as well. The buffet meal was enjoyed by all, and PSGMA president John Lythgoe shared a 
few comments to start off the evening.

The first of those individuals, Pearl Paugh, celebrated 51 years of service in Gospel Music in 2015, and 
certainly earned her way to this achievement. Pearl gives all glory to God, that even after open heart surgery, 
she is still actively traveling and singing and proclaiming the good news of the Gospel. The second individual 
inducted this past October was Ann Sue Cunningham. Ann joined The Morning Star Singers in 1985, and has 
been singing with them ever since; and is still traveling with them today. The third and last individual inducted 
this past year was Howard Hagans. Howard has a long history of traveling and singing, but his greatest musical 
joy came in 1990, at which time he began his own family ministry.  

Although details have not yet been confirmed, this year’s Induction Banquet will be scheduled for late 
October 2016.

Top left: Hall of Fame member Ann Cunningham

Top Center: Hall of Fame Member Pearl Paul with 
Randy Simpson

Top Right: Hall of Fame Member Howard Hagan 
with Ken Rhodes

Bottom Left:  2015 Keystone Award Winner Dave 
Powers with Paul Heil
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Think about your favorite genre 
of music. Think about all of the artists 
that sing it, and how much you enjoy 
going to hear them at their concerts, 
whenever they come around your 
area. Now, imagine ALL of those 
artists in one place doing a concert, 
one right after the other. Think it 
can’t get any better? Imagine that 
happening EVERY NIGHT for a 
solid week!

That, in a nutshell, is what the 
National Quartet Convention is 
for Southern Gospel music, and 
it’s been happening in some form 
every year since 1957. Formed by 
Blackwood Brothers/Stamps Quartet 
bass singer JD Sumner and James & 
Cecil Blackwood of the Blackwood 
Brothers, the NQC is the largest 
gathering in Gospel music. Every 
artist you can think of (and some 
you may not know yet) all converge 
on the LeConte Center in Pigeon 
Forge, TN every year at the end of 
September. There are showcases 
during the day where various artists 
sing. Some of these showcases afford 
the opportunity for two artists to be 
picked to appear on the Main Stage 
where, every night, major artists do 
a set one, after the other. It starts at 
about 5:30 and runs to midnight, and 
sometimes later. I have attended the 
NQC since 2007, when it was still 
held in Louisville, KY (its home for 

20 years). This year was my first time 
to attend as an artist, not just a fan, 
and you can imagine my thrill when 
the group I sing with was selected 
from a showcase to sing one song on 
the Main Stage Tuesday night!

Before I go into detail about that, 
allow me to give a brief background 
on my involvement with the music. 
For most of my 23 years, I haven’t 
had a doubt in my mind of what 
I wanted to do when I “grew up”. 
I wanted to sing Southern Gospel 
music. Ever since my youth pastor 
lent me his copy of Legacy Five’s 
Monuments project when I was 
13, I was hooked on Southern 
Gospel quartet music. Over time, 
that branched out into trios, family 
groups, and solo work; a little bit of 
everything from the genre’s 100+ 
years of history.  After I got saved at 
14, that desire became a calling on 
my life.

My interest in the music was so 
big that I decided to launch a blog 
about it in 2007, in order to talk about 
the various news items in the SG 
world and review CD’s and videos as 
they were released. By some miracle, 
that “SG geek hobby”, that I thought 
no one would read, was an avenue 
that allowed me to form friendships 
with some of my favorite artists over 
the years.

That brings us up to this year. I 

graduated college this past May with 
a degree in Computer Science, but 
still retained my desire to be a Gospel 
singer. To make a long story short, the 
Lord saw fit to put me in contact with 
Gene Hamman of the PromisedLand 
Quartet a couple of weeks before 
graduating. Over the process of a 
couple of months, I auditioned, filled 
in for a concert, attended the Steve 
Hurst School of Music, and was 
brought on as the group’s baritone. 
I sang my first date in July, so I had 
plenty of time to look ahead to the 
end of September, when the group 
would be attending the National 
Quartet Convention.

Before ever setting foot inside the 
convention center, I got to experience 
one of the cool things about being 
an artist as we pulled the bus into 
the lot with all of the other groups. 
We got in rather late in the night 
(about 11:00 pm or so), but the lot 
was still buzzing with different artists 
standing around and catching up 
with each other. We got to park next 
to our group’s friends, the LeFevre 
Quartet. I’ve known those guys for a 
number of years, so it was really cool 
to get to chat with them until well 
into the wee hours of the morning. 
My first convention as a singer was 
already blowing my SG geek mind; I 
was actually sitting around on a bus 
swapping road stories and cutting up 

PLQ at NqC
by Aaron Swain PLQ

PLQ on stage at the showcase. (Credit: Candi Combs/Alpha Source  Media Group)
continued on page 5
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PLQ
continued from page 4
with other groups!

As an attendee, you spend a lot of 
time during the week walking around 
to the various booths, which are tables 
set up all around the convention center 
where groups sell their product and 
meet with fans. It’s hard to describe 
the scale of this event without actually 
being there, but suffice it to say, it’s 
massive. PLQ was able to have booth 
space this year, so the first order of 
business Monday morning was to go 
in and set ours up. We had ordered a 
backdrop, which was something the 
group didn’t have before, and it turned 
out nicely. Rather than being situated 
out in the hallway, we were in a room 
behind Gold City’s booth. It turned 
out to be quite a good traffic area, as 
it was a shortcut into the hall next 
to the food court, and was also AIR 
CONDITIONED! That made it a good 
location to walk through, which led to 
some great visits with attendees.

I mentioned earlier that there are 
showcases during the day at NQC, 
and there are actually two kinds of 
showcases. Some showcases are held 
on the Main Stage during the day, and 
everything from Christian comedy, to 
multi-group events, to piano concerts 
and choir ensembles. It changes up 
a bit every year. The second type 
of showcase is the Featured Artist 
showcase, which is held in a side room 
and is comprised of artists who are 
invited and purchase ad space in the 
NQC program book. The latter type is 
what PLQ took part in, and it was held 
in the food court area this year, so the 
room was packed with fans, as well as 
the artists who stood in the back.

We got up and sang our first song, 
“Jesus Saves”, which is a powerful 
song that chronicles who Jesus is, 
from the virgin birth, to his crucifixion 
and resurrection, to the saving power 
that still works today. Immediately, 
the crowd began to worship with us, 
which was particularly sweet because 
of the fact that we had a Jewish lady 

come to know the Lord at one of our 
concerts on the way to the convention. 
That song had a lot to do with her 
decision, and that was on our minds 
as we sang. We then launched into 
an upbeat classic called “I’m Going 
Home With Jesus.” I would be lying 
if I said it wasn’t pretty wild seeing 
people STANDING and getting into it 
with us! Even cooler was the fact that 
several of the artists I’d been friends 
with for a number of years were there 
listening. Since I sing baritone, I have 
several baritone singers in the industry 
that I’ve looked up to for years, and 
one of them, Mike LeFevre, was 
standing directly in front of me in the 
back. In my mind, that’s about like 
playing a game of hoops with Michael 
Jordan looking on!

PLQ has been in existence for 
15 years, and up until this year, the 
group had never sung on Main Stage. 
We didn’t really come into this year 
expecting anything; we just planned 
to sing and enjoy the week with 
our buddies in other groups. The 
picks for Main Stage are based on 
audience response, and even though 
the crowd had been really responsive, 
we still didn’t expect to be picked. 
You can imagine how fast our jaws 
hit the floor when it was announced 
that PromisedLand Quartet and The 
Chandlers were going on Main Stage 
that night! We quickly assembled at 
the back of the room and walked into 
the hall.

We were given some tips for 
stage presence (“Have a plan before 
you go up there of how you’re going 
to move around the stage”) and were 
led down to the Artists’ Circle around 
the stage to await our turn. Joey 
Wilson, our tenor, laid out a stage 
plan: stand together when we were 
singing unison, then break off to the 
corners of the stage for when the parts 
differentiated, moving to the right on 
each verse. Thankfully, we ended up 
looking like we knew what we were 

doing! We ended up going first and 
singing “Jesus Saves”, which was 
quite fitting because, as the group’s 
first ever appearance on that stage, we 
sang the song that we always point 
to as what our ministry is all about. 
My Mom was able to be there to film 
our performance, and if you find it on 
YouTube, you can see me glance up at 
the big screens overhead a few times. 
I look like my mind is blown, and 
that was true. It was wild seeing us 
up there! The magnitude of what took 
place hit me only after we walked out 
of the hall, which was probably a good 
thing; I might have been a puddle of 
nerves otherwise!

After singing a few miles down 
the road Wednesday evening, the rest 
of the week was spent just enjoying 
the experience. We had many people 
stop by the table with such kind words 
about our performance Tuesday, 
and several artists also expressed 
their excitement for us. As I stated 
earlier, the support of our fellow 
artists meant a lot to us, and it was 
a particular honor for me to have so 
many longtime buddies say so many 
kind things about our group. When I 
wasn’t manning the table, I did what 
I have done every year at convention: 
sat in the hall for several sets at a 
time enjoying my favorites, and then 
walking around visiting for the rest of 
it. If you don’t get your fill of music at 
the convention, it’s your own fault!

I’d be remiss if I didn’t mention 
“NQC food”. Everything from 
briskets to burgers, to boiled nuts to 
HEAVENLY ice cream is available in 
the food court.  This food court was 
conveniently located just across the 
hall from our booth. You can guess 
how many trips we made back and 
forth over the course of the week! I 
tried to snap a picture of some of the 
meals we enjoyed, but by the time I 
pulled my phone out, that food was 

continued on page 6
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long gone!
Towards the end of the week, I 

broke out my “selfie stick”, and three 
of us (Joey, myself, and our piano 
player Aaron Fields) ran around being 
crazy with it. I’ve included some of 
those pictures as some lighthearted 
mementos of the week. You might say 
we got a little stir-crazy after all that 
time in the same place!

When it came right down to it, 
my experience this year wasn’t much 
different than normal; I was still just as 
much a fan as I’ve ever been, except 

this time, I had a microphone for part 
of it! Also, getting to hang out with 
some of my favorite singers on the 
“other side of the table”, so to speak, 
was pretty cool. I got so much advice 
and encouragement from them during 
the week that it would be impossible 
to write it all down.

It’s hard to put into words how 
thankful I am that God allowed me 
to live so many of my dreams in the 
space of a couple of months. The Bible 
says in Psalm 37:4, “Delight yourself 
in the Lord, and He will give you the 

desires of your heart”. Although I 
could never claim to be perfect in this, 
my prayer for all these years was that 
if He wanted me to do this, He would 
open the door in His time. Within two 
months of graduating, I was able to hit 
the road with a group only a couple 
of hours from home, and then two 
months after that, I was able to join 
the guys in the milestone of appearing 
on Main Stage. Never in my wildest 
dreams could I have imagined that, but 
God knew. I can’t wait to see what He 
does in the meantime until NQC 2016!

PLQ
continued from page 5

New Journey
Sisters Michelle Tantlinger and 

Melissa Tressler sang with their family 
group, The Gospel Rays, while Kelli 
Moore would "ride along" with her 
dad's group, The Masters Trio. So it 
is no surprise that several years later 
Michelle, Melissa, and Kelli are quite 
at ease as they now travel with their 
own group — New Journey.

No doubt, God had a hand in the 
women getting together. Michelle and 
Melissa were at a ladies retreat, talking 
about missing singing. At that very 
moment, their longtime friend Kelli 
sent a text to the girls saying, "Hey, 
let's get together and do a few songs."

And that's what they did, choosing 
to sing a progressive style of Southern 
Gospel. "We look for songs that have 
great lyrics, as well as strong melodies 
and harmonies," says Kelli. "We love 
unexpected or fun vocals, as well as 
vocal challenges. We switch parts 
constantly, which keeps our sound 
changing.

"We do what we do because God 
has been good to us, and He bas been 
so faithful and most importantly, He 
sent his Son to die for us. We want 
to share Him in the best way, which 
for us, is through song. We've been 
blessed to be part of sweet services 
where the  Holy Spirit moved in a 
great way."

This year has been rough for New 
Journey. Kelli's mom was diagnosed 
with cancer and passed away in 
February. Not one month later, her 
aunt was also diagnosed with cancer 
and she died in June. Michelle lost her 
job in May - a job she had held for 13 
years. But still, they saw God through 
the difficulties.

"We were singing at a church in 
Somerset and after the service, the 
pastor felt led to pray for us and anoint 
us with oil," says Kelli. "A sweet 
older gentleman joined us as well. It 
was not a big loud time, but a sweet, 
peaceful moment that God beautifully 
orchestrated. The pastor prayed for 
us, and the older gentleman started to 

pray over us using specifics about 
things we had not shared and that only 
God could have laid on his heart. He 
reminded our hearts that the 'cloud' 
hanging over our group was going 
to be lifted. It was a sweet, amazing 
experience that God used to encourage 
our hearts and remind us that He was 
still in control, even in overwhelming 
circumstances."

New Journey travels from March 
through November each year. "We 
take the winter months off because of 
all the crazy snow in Pennsylvania. 
We also don't want New Journey to 
come before the families that God has 
graciously blessed each of us with as 
well."

To learn more about New
  Journey visit
www.newjourneyministry.com
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Brothers In Grace 
From Left:  Dave Theis, Mike Mann 
Ted Wissler, Dave Miller 
Brothers in Grace has ministered throughout the  
North/Mid-Atlantic region and Midwest, delighting  
audiences with their unique Southern Gospel Style. 

Contact Information: 
(717)  291-1535 or  

Toll Free (800) 717-8924 
1057 Louise Ave. -  Lancaster, PA 17601 

Email: bigquartet@aol.com 
Visit Us At:  www.brothersingrace.com 

 Putting Forth The Word of God in Music 
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Crossing Jordan Promotons Presents...

churchtown concert series

Saturday, March 12, 2016 at 7:00 PM

Churchtown Church of God
351 Old Stone House Road 

Boiling Springs, PA

________________________________________________________________________

    Featuring:                                                                     with Special Guests:

   Randy Simpson            Victory Express

                    

EVERYONE WELCOME!  BRING A FRIEND!
FREE ADMISSION ~ A LOVE OFFERING WILL BE RECEIVED

For more informaton call (717) 385-8901 or randy@randysimpson.org
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CHURCHTOWN CONCERT SERIES ATTENTION!
Become a member of The 

PSGMA and get your name 
on our mailing list!

Check out our 
membership card and new 
pricing on the back cover! 

We can't wait to hear 
from you!
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